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October	24,	2025 
Fall	-	Issue	No.	10 

From the Desk of the President, Ryan McDougall 

The latest news, views and announcements of the Alberta AssociaƟon of Professional Paralegals 

A Year in ReflecƟon: President's Update 
On October 24, 2025, I stepped into the 
role of President—a new and exciƟng chap-
ter aŌer serving as Vice-President for seven 
years. While I was no stranger to the lead-
ership team, this posiƟon brought new 
responsibiliƟes and opportuniƟes. My goal 
as President has been to lead a dedicated 
team of Directors, each bringing passion 
and experƟse to our profession. I sincerely 
hope each Director feels supported and 
empowered to lead their porƞolios with 
pride and purpose. 
Unfortunately, this past year included an-
other setback in our efforts for professional 
regulaƟon. Despite mulƟple meeƟngs, the 
Government of Alberta declined our re-
quest for financial assistance to support 
the creaƟon of professional development 
courses, or legislaƟve amendments. While 
this is disappoinƟng, we are choosing not 
focus on the denials, we are choosing to 
focus on what we have achieved. And 
there’s a lot to celebrate! 
 
Highlights from 2024/2025 
✅ New Insurance Provider 
We transiƟoned to Acera Insurance, secur-
ing nearly triple the benefits at the same 
rate—an incredible win for our members. 
✅ Bookkeeping Cost Savings 
We switched to Common Cents Con-
sulƟng, reducing our bookkeeping rate 
from $110/hour to just $40/hour. A huge 
thank you to BeƩy Neuert, who generously 
supports non-profits like ours and believes 
in our mission. 
✅ Successful Conference & Awards Event 
Our annual Conference in Leduc, Alberta 
was a resounding success. AƩendees, pre-
senters, and sponsors all raved about the 
quality of the event—from food and enter-
tainment to learning and networking. Huge 

kudos to Tanya Dechaine, our Events Di-
rector, who is already planning the 2026 
conference! Based on aƩendee feedback, 
we’ll now host a conference annually—
stay tuned for registraƟon details in the 
new year. 
✅ Mentorship Program Update 
We reduced costs by eliminaƟng un-
derused MentorshipRocket soŌware. Our 
Mentorship Director, KrisƟne Jeffels, con-
Ɵnues to personally match mentors and 
mentees by area of pracƟce. Interested? 
Email mentorship@alberta-paralegal.com. 
✅ Grateful for Our Sponsors 
Our incredible sponsors helped lower con-
ference fees for aƩendees while providing 
generous swag and financial support. Hand
-picked for their relevance to our industry, 
we proudly promote and support them in 
return. Thank you to our Sponsorship Di-
rector, Samantha Jones, who is already 
securing sponsors for our 2026 events. 
Want to get involved? Email sponsor-
ship@alberta-paralegal.com. 
✅ Website Revamp 
Our website has undergone a much-
needed makeover! It’s now more user-
friendly and easier to log in to your Wild 
Apricot membership profile. Visit 
www.alberta-paralegal.com to check it 
out—and don’t forget to browse the job 
board for new opportuniƟes. Thank you to 
our CommunicaƟons Director, Aimee 
Auclair, for keeping our website up to date 
and our social media acƟve and engaging. 
✅ Growing Our Online Community 
Join our Facebook Group: Alberta Associa-
Ɵon of Professional Paralegals. This is a 
space to connect, ask quesƟons, share ex-
periences, and support each other in our 
profession. 
 

✅ Membership Updates 
We conƟnue to welcome all legal support 
professionals—legal recepƟonists, assis-
tants, and paralegals alike. Did you know 
we offer Bundled Memberships? If your 
firm has 10 or more members, you may 
qualify for a group discount. Contact 
Vanessa Wilson at membership@alberta-
paralegal.com for more info. 
✅ Webinars Are Back! 
Thanks to KrisƟe Mahieux, our Profession-
al Development Director, we’ve relaunched 
monthly webinars tailored to topics you 
care about. Got a subject you’d like to 
learn more about? Reach out to profdevel-
opment@alberta-paralegal.com.  Webinars 
aƩendance is included in membership and 
available to non-members for a small fee.  
✅ CredenƟaling Exam in Development 
Under the leadership of Ashley Stasewich, 
we’ve begun developing a CredenƟalling 
Exam for those transiƟoning into inde-
pendent paralegal pracƟce. This exam will 
help ensure a minimum standard of 
knowledge and experience, protecƟng the 
public and elevaƟng our profession. 
✅ Student Engagement & RecogniƟon 
Our Post-Secondary PR Director, Michaela 
Rutherford, is working with Alberta’s post-
secondary insƟtuƟons to engage future 
paralegals and legal assistants. If you’re a 
student excelling in your studies, don’t 
miss the opportunity to apply for our Stu-
dent Honour Society! 

As we look ahead to 2025/2026, I am filled 
with opƟmism. With this incredible team of 
Directors, I know we will conƟnue to make 
meaningful progress toward our goals and 
serve our members with dedicaƟon and 
heart. 
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ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF 
 PROFESSIONAL PARALEGALS 

YOUR ELECTED 2025/2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Ryan McDougall 
President  

president@alberta-paralegal.com 
 

Vanessa Wilson 
Vice President and Membership Director 

vp@alberta-paralegal.com 
membership@alberta-paralegal.com 

 
Samantha Jones 

Secretary and Sponsorship Director 
secretary@alberta-paralegal.com 

sponsorship@alberta-paralegals.com 
 

Sandra Meier 
Treasurer 

treasurer@alberta-paralegal.com 
 

KrisƟ Mahieux 
Professional Development Director 

profdevelopment@alberta-paralegal.com  
 

KrisƟne Jeffels 
Mentorship Director 

mentorship@alberta-paralegal.com 
 

Michele Haigh 
Complaints and Conduct Director 

complaints@alberta-paralegal.com  
 

Aimee Auclair 
CommunicaƟons Director and Membership Benefits 

communicaƟons@alberta-parlegal.com 
 

Tanya Dechaine 
Awards and Events Director 

awards@alberta-paralegal.com 
 

Michaela Rutherford 
Post-Secondary PR Director 

post-secondarypr@alberta-paralegal.com 
 

Ashley Stasewich 
CredenƟalling Director 

director1@alberta-paralegal.com 

Disclosure is published by the Alberta AssociaƟon of Pro-
fessional Paralegals (“AAPP”). PO Box 27092, Red Deer, 
Alberta  T4N 6X8  
 
NewsleƩer Chair:  Aimee Auclair 
For inquiries about adverƟsing or guest columns, please 
contact Aimee at: communicaƟons@alberta-
paralegal.com 
 
Disclosure is published mulƟple Ɵmes throughout the 
year.  ArƟcles up to 1,500 words will be considered, but 
are not guaranteed for publicaƟon.  ArƟcles may be edited 
for formaƫng, legal and/or other purposes. 
 
The views expressed in arƟcles published in Disclosure do 
not necessarily represent the views of the AAPP.  For per-
mission to re-print arƟcles or adverƟsing, please contact 
the NewsleƩer Chair. 
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ExciƟng OpportuniƟes Ahead 
 
We are commiƩed to providing excepƟonal support and opportuniƟes for our members. Here’s a glimpse of 
what’s to come in 2026: 
 
· Mentorship Program: Connect with experienced professionals who can provide guidance and support in your 

career. Don’t forget to reach out if you are looking to be a mentor or mentee. 

· Membership Benefits and Perks: Enjoy exclusive benefits designed to support your professional and personal 
growth. We conƟnue to reach out to various businesses to look into possible membership discounts. 

· Medical and Health Benefits: Enjoy exclusive benefits for our members providing affordable medical and den-
tal health benefits. These benefits are great if you do not have benefits through your employer, or as a top-up 
of coverage if you already have benefit coverage. If you work in a small office, these benefits are available to 
lawyers as well if they are Affiliate Members of the AAPP. Do not hesitate to reach out for more informaƟon. 

· Professional Development OpportuniƟes: conƟnual access to ongoing training and educaƟon to stay ahead in 
the legal industry. 

· Exclusive Job OpportuniƟes: Take advantage of job posƟngs available only to our members through our web-
site and social media posts. 

· Networking Events: conƟnually working on events which will assist in building valuable connecƟons with fel-
low paralegals and industry leaders. 

· 2026 Conference: Join us for an inspiring conference featuring expert speakers, workshops, and more. 

· 2026 Professional Excellence Awards and Gala: Celebrate the achievements of outstanding paralegals and 
legal support professionals at our annual Professional Excellence Awards Gala. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Facebook Page:     LinkedIn Page:    
 

 
 
 
 

 
Facebook Members Only Group:  

 The 2025/2026 Chapter of the AAPP 

Stay Connected 

Alberta Association of Professional  
Paralegals 

AlbertaAPParalegal 

AlbertaAPParalegal 

https://business.facebook.com/AlbertaAPParalegal/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-association-of-professional-paralegals
https://www.facebook.com/AlbertaAPParalegal
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2026 Membership Fees 
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Great News All!!! 
 
The AAPP has registered with Intact Insurance to provide medical and dental health coverage for members of the 
AAPP. These benefits are great if you do not have benefits through your employer, or as a top-up of coverage if 
you already have benefit coverage. If you work in a small office, please note that these benefits are available to 
lawyers as well, if they are Affiliate Members of the AAPP. 
 
These benefits will become available December 1, 2025. There is an initial 60-day period where members can 
sign up without medical information being provided. This 60-day period is set to straddle the month of Decem-
ber and the renewal month of January 2026. 
 
Please reach out to our president for more information at president@alberta-paralegal.com 
 

 

Medical and Health Benefits 



 6 

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME FUN?!? 
 
The AAPP is bringing a fun Holiday meet and greet 
to the bowling alley.  And even better, let’s bring a 
little competition amongst colleagues!  We will be 
hosting a bowling event in mid-November in Ed-
monton, Calgary, Lethbridge and Red Deer for you 
to attend with your co-workers.  The AAPP is in the 
process of forming their teams for each of these 
locations, and we want you to compete against us 
and your colleagues.   

How to participate??  Simply put together a team of 
5 or 6 bowlers from your co-workers (think admin 
staff, legal assistants, paralegals, and even lawyers) 
and submit your team information along with the 
location you want to attend at by emailing the form 
on the next page to Tanya at awards@alberta-
paralegal.com .  The only requirement is that they 
have a paid membership with AAPP.  We have plen-
ty of options for team members to join, and right 
now we have a pro-rated fee so there is no excuse 
for team members not to join the AAPP!!  Watch 
your emails for the registration sheet and more in-
formation on the scheduled date and check out the 
registration sheet right here in our newsletter.  For 
any questions or to register, please email Tanya at 
awards@alberta-paralegal.com . 

 
If you are not in these areas and want to join us, we strongly encourage you create your own team locally (and 
would love for you to) and go to your local bowling alley to participate.  Simply email Tanya at awards@alberta-
paralegal.com  with the details of your team and the location and we can make arrangements for the AAPP to 
cover the lane costs.   
 
We will be having a competition to see which team in the province has the best score for a chance to win some 
prizes!!! We are looking to get sponsorship to cover the bowling lane costs but you would be responsible for your 
own food and beverages. If your firm, or someone you know, is interested in sponsoring this event, please have 
them contact Tanya at awards@alberta-paralegal.com     
 
We want this to be a fun way to get to know other legal support staff throughout the province and spread some 
holiday cheer so make sure to register ASAP!!! 

Networking Event - Bowling - November 2025 
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Contact name: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Contact email: ______________________________________________  
  
 
Contact Phone: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Team name:  __________________________________________ 
 
 
How many bowlers: ___________  Location: ______________________________ 
 
 
Names and info of bowlers on your team: 
 
NAME:       AAPP MEMBERSHIP LEVEL: 
 
 
________________________________________ ____________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________ ____________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________ ____________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________ ____________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________ ____________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________ ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

**Please email completed form to Tanya at awards@alberta-paralegal.com** 

AAPP Holiday Bowling Event Registration Form 
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SAVE THE DATE!! 
 
We are thrilled to announce that dates and locaƟon have been set for our 2026 Alberta AssociaƟon of Profes-
sional Paralegals Conference & Gala.  Mark your calendars for May 28 and 29, 2026, and get ready to meet us 
at the Best Western Premier Calgary Plaza Hotel and Conference Center!! Last year’s event in Leduc was a hit, 
and we took all the feedback we received to make this year even beƩer!!  Speakers are already lining up to bring 
you exclusive opportuniƟes tailored for legal assistants and paralegals!! We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Why AƩend? 
· Expand your knowledge and skills 
· Earn professional development hours 
· Reconnect with the paralegal community 
· Celebrate your hard work in style 
· Get inspired for the year ahead 

When the learning concludes, the celebraƟon begins! 

The Gala – A Night to Remember 
Join us for an elegant evening of dining, networking, and entertainment at our Annual Gala. Reconnect with col-
leagues, build new connecƟons, and enjoy a well-deserved night out. 
 
Make sure to watch your emails as Early bird pricing is starƟng January 01, 2026! 

 2026 AAPP Conference & Awards Gala 
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Interested in shaping AAPP’s exam study materials for the future paralegal pracƟƟoner creden-
Ɵaling exam? It is not too late to join the Exam Study Materials CommiƩee. We are seeking vol-
unteers with experience in ethical and professional responsibiliƟes, administraƟve law, 
and alternaƟve dispute resoluƟon. Your insight will help strengthen resources for current and 
future members. If you are willing to contribute, please contact Ashley Stasiewich at   
director1@alberta-paralegal.com expressing your interest and to gather more informaƟon about 
how to get involved.  

 AAPP’s Exam CommiƩee - Paralegal PracƟƟoner CredenƟaling Exam 


